Foundations in Christianity with Father Michael Himes – Hope
Father Himes cites the theologian, Karl Rahner, in describing hope as the greatest single service that the gospel of Christian Realism does; it helps us avoid the errors of despair and false utopianism. 
What is utopianism? Utopianism is the idea that it's possible to construct a world, a community, a church, a business, a country, a school, a family, in which everything will be simply perfect. 
The standard approaches to solving problems in our society involve making people change: either educating them better or providing some kind of therapy so that they will behave better. It's not that these two approaches are wrong – but they're incomplete. They don't allow for the idea of "sin." It's not that we don't know what the right thing is, not that we're psychologically incapable of choosing or of discerning what is good and true, loving and just. It's that we choose to do what meets our goals – and our goals are not always the good, the true, the just. 
So that is utopianism: the idea that there is some program of social reform, education, or therapy that will work, that will make everything right. 
The alternative is despair. Despair is not only a temptation but the very center of the problem of evil and sin. What leads us deeply into sin is the conviction that – good is impossible. There is no point in trying. Love ultimately is impossible. Fidelity is hopeless. Courage is beyond us. Wisdom is something we'll never achieve. A real desire to grow closer to God and our neighbor goes nowhere. Forgiveness can never be received. There is no possibility of change. 
So, we are confronted with these two alternatives: utopianism and despair. In between, according to Karl Rahner, lies the proclamation of the Christian Realism of Hope, the possibility of seeing that things can be transformed. 
Hope is not about maintaining that everything comes out right. It's not about shutting our eyes to real problems, real challenges, real evils, real injustices, real weakness in ourselves and others. Hope is seeing things as they are, recognizing that they are deeply imperfect, and at the same time, that they are loved and held in being by God, and that their imperfection can be brought into deeper and deeper closeness to God. 
We, as Christians, tend to be a people who emphasize the resurrection and forget Good Friday. Father Himes says, it's true that we read in John 6 that "anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood will have life eternal," but "Jesus does die, and so do you, and so do I." Death is the certain destiny of all of us. 
If that's true, then where is hope? Hope is not the escape from death, it's the transformation of the meaning of death. It's not saying that evils, weaknesses, griefs and sorrows aren't real – it's saying that they are not the ultimate reality. Their meaning is transformed and changed. The resurrection didn't do away with the cross. Easter doesn't blot out Good Friday; it changes its meaning. It transforms it. 
Hope is about seeing things the way Christians claim they're meant to be seen: imperfect, weak, created, fallible, finite, frequently foolish, often sinful, sometimes terribly painful. And yet, all of it redeemed, transformed, held in being by a God who is absolute love. 
It's not about saying, "We can do it all!," but it's not about saying, "There's nothing we can do; nothing has value." Christian Realism maintains that we can't do everything, but we can do something. It won't be enough, but it will be necessary. It won't be the solution, but it will be part of the solution. And that solution is already being worked out by the God who does do enough! By the God who does everything. That is what our hope is about. It's ultimately about that all important value – the ability to go on. In the conviction that the God who is behind us, is also still before us. We are, after all, a People of Hope. 
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